WAproved For §e|ease 2000/05/18 : CIA-RDP82-00457R007100070004-6

\l“-"\."‘ CLASSIFICATION  S7CRNT/CONTROL U.S. OFFTCIALS ONLY .p
CENTRAL leELLIGENCE AGENCY REPORT NO. - p
INFORMATION REPORT  ¢pno. 25X 1A 14
COUNTRY Egypt " { DATE DISTR. 28 February 1951
SUBJECT  PFu'ad Siraj al-Din and tho Ikhwan NO. OF PAGES 3
25X1A

PLACE
ACQUIRED

DATE OF
INFO.

1. TFu'ad Siraj-al-Din Pasha, the Dgyptisn llinistor of the Interior end of
Financo, said privately at tho ond of Decomber 1950 thet all decisions
rogarding the Iklwan had been suspendod for the presont, There were
nany reasons for this docisiom, bub the chief one was the rovelations
in the ourrent "jeop omse," which had proved that the Ikiwen was planning
the ovorthrow of tho prosent rogims in ordor to establish & purely lloslem
state. llo admittod that he himsclf wmo now in a quandery as he had made
a dofinite promise to the Ikimmn to reinstate it and rostore its assecks,
Howovor, in view of the seriousnoss of the revelations he would not
hesitate to go back on his words he wes also somowhat afraid of the
reaction of the Opposition, wero ho to allow the Ikhwen to fumotion again.

2o Fu'ad Sirsj-al-Din Pasha's policy toward the Ikhwen wos to aplit it by
sowing dissension within its renks, Hence the roason for his support of
lustefa lMu'min, IThen this had served its purposs he continued his attempts
to divide the Ikimmn by getting in touch with Iusan al-Tudeibi Bey and
Salim Askmewi and offering them what he had rofused INustafa Hu'min,
nemely, the restoration ~of the Ikhwn uvnder its former title provided
that it wndertook to restrict ite activities to roligicus matters and
not to engage in politics, Iowsvor, they refused his offor and insisted
on the unconditionel restoration of the Ikhwan, Sirej-al-Din Pesha has
therofore since got in touch with a third group headed by Shaykh al-Baluri,
using Sheykh al-Darrsz es intcrmediary, even though hs Imew that this
group was already in touch with the Sa'dist Party, By these approaches
Siraj~al-Din hopes so to disorpanize the Ikinman thet by the time of the
coming elections 1t will have no standing in the country.
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8. The leadsrs of the various factions in the Ikhwam {inecluding Mustafa

Mu'min) are now well avmre of Sirs) al.Din's intentioms. Thus, the
very thing that Siraj-sl-Din wiahed to awvoid hes veourred, nmmely,
the leaders have been thromn claszor tegother and are now constently
in touch with each other in erder to try to repair the demage dome
4o the movement by Siraj-al-Din's intriguss - and to recreate their
old front. : ' '

4. In the meantime, according to a semior offiocial ef the mmgﬁry of the.

Interior, Sirej-al-Din Pasha is plenning to strike a blow against the
Ikhwan, To this end he has institubed surveillance of all its activities
and particularly of the Priday meetings at Wadi Huf near Helwen (south
of Cairo) where military training is given, Outwardly however he
pretonds to be unawere of what the Ikhwan is wp to, &s he is enxious o
leevs it freedem of aotion in which to commit itself and thus justify
his taking drastic action. He plans to destroy the movemsnt befors

Vay 1951, - :

5. In mid-January 1951 other Ministry of the Interior officials 'reportod

instances of apperent tolersnce of Ikhwan activity, Both Siraj.al-Din
Pasha and his Undersesretary of State, 'Abd-al-Fattah Hagan, for instenece
had issued instructions not to interfers with a meeting of the Ikhwen
which took place without the nesessary permit at Helmia {northeast of
Cairo), just before Christmas 1950, Lt, Colonel Zahran Rushdi, Director
of the Spscial Section at Alexandria, said that his office had received -
instructions from the Ministry of the Interier not only not to interfere
with Ikhwan meetings, but to mesist, sand protect them from oubside
interference. He was puzzled by this order, which he felt couid enly
strengthen the influence of the Ikhwan, :

6, lore recently, m
BN roportcd thet Sirajeel-Din is not too pleased with the way that

7.

He

things are going and considers thet the Ikhwan is rapidly regaining power,

- Taking advantage of Sirajeal-Din's promise to allow it to resume aotivities,
the Ikhwan has elready begun to prepere for the day when it will be
allowsd to do Bo. Attempts to check these afforts in the provinces have
met with the reply that the Ikhwan, having been promised reinstatement
by Sirmj-al-Din, was merely getting things ready in time, Therefore, to
strengthen the hends of the mudirs (provinciel governors), Siraj-al-Din
sent & secret cirouler to all Governorates, asking them to watch the.
Ikhwen, but %o take no action egalnst it,

There is no doubt that the Ikhwan is becoming impatient %o have the
promises made to it by Sirajeal.Din implemented, Therefore, if the law
sanctioning the resumption of its activities is not pessed early in the
present parlismentary sessiom, it will go into all-out opposition to the
Government, S

The high tribute paid to the part played by menmberas of tho Ikhwen during
the Palestine war, by two senlor Ugyptien Avmy off'icers when giving evidencs
in the "jeep case,” has greatly stimuleted the Ikhwan. In private
conversation at thé end of Decembar, Tahir al-Khashasb, leading Ikhwan
lawyer, drew attention to this and said that it was now up to the Wafd
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‘Goverument to decide what ¢ do, It must oither rescind tha order
" dlasolving the Ikhwen mnd restore ibs money and proparty. oF be’
" prepared for it to adapt other means of attaining its ends, When
agked whether its new Oulde, Hudafbi, as & judge, would allow it. to
resort to ther means, al-Khashnb sald that the rule of the Ikhwan is
for the Guide to submit to the decisiom of the majority, Thersfore,
1f the Ikhwen as & body decided out of despair to resort to violencs,
the Guide would have to submit to.this decision, in sccordance with
Ielamioc prinoiples, In. odmentmg on & remark that the Ikhwen had -
beeu stripped of 811 itd arms and that horoism without arms would
not get it very far, al-Khashab remarked thet when the Ikhwan started
it had neither arms nor momey, yet within a very short t:l.mb it was
in possession of considersble quantities of both, He therefors did
not foresee any great difficully om this soore, particularly ms the
favorable evidence given by the two senior Fgyptien Army officers
woyld be likely to attract supporters and thereby facilitate the -

. Ikbmn in ita task of procuring the required monoy and u'mé, -

e - In private conversation on 10 Jamuary en official ef. the Ministry
of ‘the Interior said thet there is a definite split in the Guidance
Office of the Ikhwan, There are now two factions, one led by

Roleh Aghmmei, the other by Eudsibi, The official stated that there
was the pomsibility that an effort might be made in 'bha near future
to expel Salah Ashmewl from the Ikhwen, He further asserted that
Mustefe Mu'min had vo influence whatever in the Socisty,
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